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Abstract

The issue of metaphor (majaz) in the Qur’an is one of the most critical topics in the field
of semantics and the interpretation of sacred texts. It has long been a point of contention
among exegetes and various theological schools, especially Salafi interpreters. One of the
primary arenas where this disagreement emerges is in the interpretation of God’s descrip-
tive attributes (sifat khabariyya), with some scholars affirming them literally, while others
offer metaphorical interpretations based on rhetorical principles. Among contemporary
Salafi exegetes, Muhammad al-Amin al-Shangiti stands out for his unique attention to
the connection between these attributes and the concept of metaphor in his exegetical
work Adwa’ al-Bayan. Drawing upon his own theological and linguistic foundations, he
endeavors to formulate a reasoned and coherent position in opposition to widespread in-
terpretive rationalism.Although Shangiti (d. 1973) is firmly situated within the Salafi in-
tellectual tradition, his approach in Adwa’ al-Bayan occasionally reflects a more analytical
and ijtihad-based methodology, recognizing metaphor in certain contexts. Exploring his
theoretical foundations on metaphor and comparatively analyzing his exegetical stance on
divine attributes opens new horizons for understanding intra-Salafi diversity in Qur’anic
interpretation. This research, using a library-based method and an analytical-descriptive
approach, examines Shangqiti’s theological and linguistic principles regarding metaphor,
and evaluates his treatment of sifat khabariyya in light of his acceptance or rejection of
metaphor in Qur’anic verses. The key findings are as follows:He limits the use of meta-
phor in the Qur’an to specific and conditional cases, emphasizes adherence to the apparent
meaning based on linguistic and contextual principles, adopts a balanced view between
literalism and rational interpretation, and relies on Salafi theology to avoid excessive met-
aphor and preserve the doctrine of divine unity (tawhid al-sifat).He utilizes tools such as
interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an, rhetorical analysis, and contextual examination to
uncover apparent meanings, offering a holistic and cohesive interpretation while avoiding
conceptual distortion of verses related to divine attributes.His exegetical methodology,
compared to other Salafi commentators, demonstrates innovation—particularly in his sys-
tematic use of Qur’an by Qur’an, his effort to balance literal adherence with avoidance of
anthropomorphism, and the clarity and distinctiveness of his interpretive framework—all
of which establish his unique position within the Salafi exegetical tradition.
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