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Abstract

Verse 199 of Surah Al-A’raf, with its three key statements “Take forgiveness”,
“Command with custom”, and “Refrain from the ignorant”, presents a compre-
hensive model of the moral-social interactions of the prophets. This study uses a
descriptive-analytical approach and linguistic reading to interpret the verse. The
resulting approaches are that at the level of phonological structure, the substitution
of the word “forgiveness” instead of “saffah” or “ghufran” is expressive of the con-
tinuity of forgiveness in behavioral interactions, considering the etymology of “for-
giveness” which implies repeatability. The emphasis on the semantic structure of
“al-’urf” as an introduction refers to the fixed divine custom and negates moral rel-
ativism. At the syntactic level, the presentation of the word “forgiveness” over “cus-
tom” and “rejection” expresses the priority of the “past” morality of the prophets
over the two subsequent actions. At the rhetorical level, the use of metaphor, brevi-
ty, inner voice, etc., reminds of forgiveness as an active process and of rejection as
an intelligent demarcation. Self-control and educational strategies are interpretive
meanings in the field of symbolic rereading of words. In a situational perspective,
the analysis of the dignity of descent, “rejection from the ignorant”, considers not a
passive withdrawal, but an active strategy for preserving the monotheistic discourse
against the ignorant systems. The comparison of the verse with the narrations also
confirms that “custom” is a divine obligation with historically variable examples.
The selection of the word “kalam” (meaning), the application of the techniques of
syntax, lexical arrangement, metaphor and allegory, etc. provides a dynamic model
for social ethics in multicultural societies and a systematic model for interdisciplin-
ary studies of the Quran (combining linguistics, hermeneutics and ethics).
Keywords: Quranic interpretation, linguistic approach, forgiveness, custom, devi-
ation, interpretive layers of meaning.
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