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Abstract

A fundamental issue in the understanding and interpretation of religious texts, par-
ticularly Quranic exegesis, is the problem of semantic determinacy. The interpret-
er-centric approach (or reader-centric hermeneutics) elevates the interpreter’s role
beyond that of a passive recipient of meaning, positing the interpreter as an ac-
tive agent in the construction and processing of textual meaning. The objective of
this paper is to elucidate the interpreter-centric viewpoint and to address its central
research question: What are the implications of an approach rooted in the inde-
terminacy of meaning for textual comprehension? The present study employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing library-based research (documentary
analysis). Findings indicate that the most significant challenges posed by this view-
point include the negation of the objective truth (or “realness”) of meaning and the
denial of its referential function (hikaya). Furthermore, it emphasizes the autono-
my of the text while disregarding the author’s role, culminating in a disbelief in
the objectivity of meaning. The results derived from the findings suggest that this
perspective confronts textual understanding and Quranic exegesis with numerous
adverse implications, thereby diverting them from their primary objective of pro-
viding guidance (hidaya)

Keywords: The harms of the lack of definition of meaning in the Quran, the harms
of the foundations of the lack of definition of meaning, the consequences of the lack
of definition of meaning, deconstruction in understanding the text.
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