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Abstract

The language of the Holy Qur’an, with its rhetorical subtleties and unique inter-
textual capacities, has always provided a fertile ground for enriching interpretive
approaches within the two major Islamic traditions, namely Shia and Sunni. This
qualitative $tudy, employing a comparative analytical method, centers on Shi’a
commentaries such as Al-Safi and Al-Mizan, as well as Sunni exegeses like Al-
Kashshaf and Mafatih al-Ghayb, especially in the interpretation of key verses. Data
were gathered through content analysis of exegetical texts and related findings, and
were systematically evaluated and compared. The research findings indicate that
both traditions, utilizing the linguistic potential and intertextual networks of vers-
es, seek to explain the multilayered meanings and profound depths of the Qur’an.
However, Shi’a exegeses stand out for the central role of the teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt and the $trategic guidance of the infallible Imams in understanding the vers-
es, while Sunni commentaries emphasize rhetorical analysis and individual tenden-
cies in deriving meanings. Intertextual relationships, by linking verses within and
beyond specific passages, contribute to the formation of semantic networks and
deepen exegetical insights, and the Qur’an’s eloquence—through elements such as
metaphor and allusion—opens new horizons for the discovery of expansive mean-
ings for exegetes. This study aims, through a comparative approach, to pave the
way for the development of inter-sectarian exegetical dialogue and a re-examina-
tion of methodologies for understanding the Qur’an, thereby addressing, as much
as possible, the gaps in combined research in this field.
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