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Abstract

With its rich content of divine oaths, admonitory narratives, and eschatological de-
scriptions, the blessed Siirat al-Fajr has consistently been a focal point of exegeti-
cal inquiry. Comprehending the profound semantic layers of this siirah, particularly
within the framework of deep Qur’anic understanding articulated in Shi’i narrative
sources, necessitates careful analysis. Employing an analytical-hermeneutical ap-
proach, this study analyzes the exegetical (tafsir) and hermeneutical (tawil) dimen-
sions of Strat al-Fajr. It does so by examining thirty narrations extracted from Tafsir
Nir al-Thaqalayn, which is considered one of the most comprehensive hadith-based
commentaries in the Imami tradition. The findings indicate that the transmitted narra-
tions and the Imami exegetical tradition encompass a broad spectrum, ranging from
linguistic and historical elucidations to profound theological, doctrinal (walay), and
applicative (misdaqq) esoteric interpretations. This study underscores the distinct roles
of tafsir in elucidating exoteric meanings and tawil in unveiling esoteric dimensions
and resolving theological perplexities (such as hermeneutical readings concerning
divine transcendence [tanzih] and prophetic infallibility [ ‘ismah]). Furthermore, the
application of the principle of jarT wa tatbiq (perennial applicability and contextu-
alization) is highlighted as a central function of these narrations. This is evident in
applicative dimensions, such as linking the stirah to Imam Husayn (‘a) and identifying
the referents of the “soul at peace” (nafs al-mutmainnah), as well as in ethical and
historico-political spheres, such as identifying contemporary currents of oppression.
The results demonstrate that these narrations offer a coherent and dynamic framework
for a profound understanding of Qur’anic teachings across the domains of epistemol-
ogy, theology (tawhid), eschatology, and humanity’s place in the cosmos. Ultimately,
they reveal the unparalleled depth of this exegetical heritage within the Imami school
of narrative commentary (tafsir riwa’1).
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