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Abstract

Abstract Ta’wil, as a hermeneutic process for moving beyond the apparent sig-
nification of the Quran towards deeper meanings, has been one of the main focal
points of tension and evolution in the history of Islamic theological thought. This
research, by presenting a theoretical framework based on “defensive hermeneu-
tics,” argues that the stance of the Kalamic schools (Literalists, Mu’tazila, Imami-
yya, and Ash’ariyya) regarding ta’wil has not been merely an interpretive choice,
but a direct reflection of the epistemological relationship between the two sources
of “reason” and “revelation” in each school. Findings show that the Literalists, by
giving absolute primacy to the “apparent of the text,” consider any form of ta’wil
an innovation. Whereas the rationalist schools consider ta’wil a logical necessity
for defending their theological principles (such as Tanzih); the Mu’tazila by grant-
ing sovereignty to “foundational reason,” the Imamiyya with a method based on
the interaction of “reason and infallible revelation,” and the Ash’ari school in a
historical trajectory from text-oriented “tafwid” to later rationalist “ta’wil,” have
employed it. The innovation of this article is the analysis of Kalamic ta’wil not as
a tool, but rather as a “function” and final product of the epistemological paradigm
of each school. This article finally concludes that the conflict over ta’wil, in its es-
sence, is the manifestation of the fundamental and dynamic tension between the two
epistemic authorities of reason and revelation in the history of Islamic theological
thought.
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