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Abstract

Sheikh Tusi (d. 460 AH/1067 CE), a preeminent Shi’i scholar of the fifth century
AH, is celebrated as the founder of the ijtihadi school of Shi’i exegesis. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, investigates and elucidates the princi-
ples and criteria of ta’wil (hermeneutical interpretation) in his exegetical thought,
with a primary focus on his magnum opus, Al-Tibyan. The findings reveal that, in
Sheikh Tusi’s view, ta’wil is a concept more specific than (akhass min) tafsir (ex-
egesis), and its validity is contingent upon a set of rigorous principles. For him, a
methodologically sound ta’wil must be grounded in definitive rational proofs, the
established rules of the Arabic language, authentic tradition (reliable hadith), and
scholarly consensus (ijma‘). His rational approach to understanding religion guided
him in formulating a framework for ta’wil that simultaneously prevents subjective
interpretations (tafsir bi’l-ra’y) and arbitrary readings, while opening avenues for
comprehending the deeper layers of the Qur’anic text. This research demonstrates
that a re-examination of these principles not only highlights Sheikh Tusi’s founda-
tional role in Shi’i exegesis but can also offer valuable insights and inspiration for
contemporary hermeneutical discussions.
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