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Abstract

The interpretation of the term Bani Isra’il in Qur’an 2:47 marks the emergence
of one of the deepest hermeneutical rifts within the Islamic exegetical tradition.
Adopting a genealogical approach and employing qualitative content analysis, this
study traces the roots of the rupture between two rival paradigms: historical reading
and esoteric interpretation. The central problem of the research goes beyond merely
reporting exegetical opinions, aiming instead to analyze the epistemological foun-
dations that have produced two opposing meanings from a single text. The findings
reveal that the historical paradigm, relying on principles such as the primacy of the
apparent meaning and the authority of context, interprets Bani Isra’il as a concrete
and retrospective example. Beyond its narrative function, this reading has also been
mobilized in theological polemics. In contrast, the esoteric paradigm relocates in-
terpretive authority from the text to the infallible Imam, surpassing the primary
denotation and, through recourse to hadith, interprets Bani Isra’il as referring to the
Ahl al-Bayt of the Prophet (peace be upon him). This approach also operates within
ametaphorical logic, redefining the entire history of that people as an archetypal and
trans-historical model for explaining the identity and spiritual ranks of its esoteric
referent. Ultimately, the study argues that the roots of this hermeneutical rift lie in
two fundamental dualities: the locus of interpretive authority (text-centered versus
Imam-centered) and the philosophy of history (event-realism versus exemplarism).
Keywords: Genealogy, Hermeneutical rift, Historical reading, Esoteric interpreta-
tion, Bani Isra’il, Interpretive authority.
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