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Abstract

Given the special status of Paul Ricoeur’s hermeneutic theory in uncovering hidden
layers of meaning and its widespread influence on contemporary interpretive studies,
the main issue of this research is to examine the possibility of aligning the foundations
of this theory with the purpose and function of ta’wil narratives in Islamic thought.
Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research compares prominent ta’wil narra-
tives interpreted by Ayatollah Javadi Amoli within the framework of Ricoeur’s theory.
The findings indicate that ta’wil narratives in Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s thought carry
fixed and divine meanings, while Ricoeur’s hermeneutics emphasizes the construc-
tion of meaning within the textual process. In the role of the author, a contrast is ob-
served between the primacy of the infallible author’s intention in the theory of ta’wil
and the “death of the author” in Ricoeur’s view. In the ultimate goal, the discovery of
transcendent truth is opposed to the production of new meaning, and the criteria for
the validity of meaning lie in the internal coherence of the textual reading. Regarding
the $tatus of tradition, tradition as a reliable authority stands in contrast to tradition as
a pre-understanding that must be engaged with. Concerning objectivity, the discovery
of objective reality is placed against the re-creation of the text’s possible world. The
conclusion indicates that despite apparent commonalities in attention to multiple lev-
els of meaning, the two viewpoints are in opposition. This process ultimately reveals
the limitations of the hermeneutic approach in dealing with revelatory texts.
Keywords: Hermeneutics, Ta’wil, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, Paul Ricoeur, Semantic
Opposition
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