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Abstract

The similar verses and the news attributes of the Quran have always been the main
centers of interpretative and theological disagreement in the Islamic tradition. The
present study, with an analytical-comparative approach and focusing on the concept
of “interpretation,” attempts to show that the differences in the views of the Imami-
yyah, Mu’tazilah, and Ash’arites in interpreting these verses, rather than being rooted
solely in doctrinal conclusions, are due to differences in linguistic mechanisms and
rhetorical styles of meaning production. To examine this issue, four problem-oriented
verses of “Istwa’,” “Yadullah,” “Ru’yah,” and “Mu’ji”” have been studied compara-
tively as indicative examples of the selection and the way in which the three schools
of theology deal with these verses. The findings show that the Mu’tazilah, relying
on self-founded reason, use a transformative interpretation based on metaphor and
simile; The Ash’arites, by prioritizing the appearance of the text, adopt the strategy
of proving meaning with the suspension of quality; and the Imamites, by focusing on
infallible narration and interpretive caution, use allusion and delegation as a way to
guide meaning. These patterns indicate the consistency of the method and the direct
connection of the rhetorical style with the epistemological foundations of each school.
The main achievement of the research, by emphasizing the different dimensions and
angles of the approaches, is in the interpretation of the mutashabih verses, which cor-
rects the common bipolar image of “interpretation and non-interpretation” and shows
that interpretation in the Islamic interpretive tradition is a disciplined, gradual phe-
nomenon that depends on the specific linguistic logic of each school. This analytical
framework has the potential to expand in the interpretive studies of the Quran and the
analysis of interpretive differences based on rhetoric in Islamic approaches.
Keywords: Quranic interpretation, mutashabih verses, rhetoric, Imamiyyah, Mu’tazi-
lah, Ash’arites.
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