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Abstract

Verses 7-9 of Surah Al-Sajdah are among the most significant Qur’anic passages
concerning the stages of human creation. Throughout the exegetical tradition, various
interpretations have been proposed for concepts such as “created from clay (khalaga
min tin), extract of a lowly fluid (sulalah min ma’in mahin), fashioning (taswiyah),”
and “the breathing of the spirit (nafkh al-rth).” Despite the importance of these verses
in Qur’anic anthropology, their esoteric interpretation (tawil) has rarely been exam-
ined comparatively within two major tafsir works: Al-Mizan by Allamah Tabataba'
and Rith al-Ma‘ani by Al-Aliisi. The central problem addressed in this study is how
these two exegetes, operating with different philosophical, mystical, and theological
presuppositions, interpret the key concepts of human creation, and what points of
convergence and divergence can be identified in their approaches to these verses. The
aim of the research is to conduct a comparative analysis of their esoteric interpreta-
tions across four main thematic axes of the verses: the material origin of creation,
the gradual developmental stages, the existential harmonization (taswiyah), and the
infusion of the divine spirit. This helps clarify the exegetical foundations and anthro-
pological perspectives each scholar employs in interpreting the stages of creation.
The study adopts a comparative content-analysis method based on direct examination
of primary exegetical sources. The findings indicate that Tabataba'1, through a philo-
sophical-mystical lens and with emphasis on the existential ascent of the human be-
ing, offers interpretations oriented toward the spiritual and ontological development
of humankind. In contrast, Al-Aliisi presents a more historical-theological approach
grounded in linguistic and literary dimensions, emphasizing the material and human
aspects of creation. These differences illuminate the distinct interpretive frameworks
through which each exegete understands the stages of human creation.
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