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Abstract

The revealed text of the Holy Qur’an, as a book of guidance for all humankind,
contains ambiguous verses (mutashabihat). This has made the concept of ta’wil one
of the most debated topics in Qur’anic sciences. Despite its lexical and technical
meaning—which refers to understanding the inner or ultimate meanings of the vers-
es—ta’wil has consistently been a point of contention among exegetes, theologians,
and philosophers. Various interpretations have been proposed, while its fundamental
functions have been overlooked. The central argument is: how does ta’wil relate to
the guiding aspect of the Qur’an, and in what way can it present the future-oriented
perspective of this book to humanity? Using an analytical-descriptive method and
based on content analysis of verses and narrations, this research seeks to answer these
very questions. The findings show that ta’wil in the sense of “discovering the inner
meanings of ambiguous verses” reflects the guiding function, while in the sense of
“objective reality, flow (jary), and application (tatbiq)” it reflects the future-oriented
aspect of the Qur’an. Ta’wil is not merely an epistemological matter but also a tool for
opening future-oriented horizons in understanding the revealed text. By linking the
outward (zahir) and the inward (batin) and clarifying ambiguities, it paves the way for
guidance. The innovation of this research lies in this very point: ta’wil is not limited
to being a tool for understanding the past; rather, it serves as a perspective for guiding
humanity in the future.
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