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Abstract

This study focuses on verse 4 of Siirat Ibrahtm and conducts a comparative anal-
ysis of the concept of tawil in Tafstr Nur al-Thaqalayn. The main objective is to
clarify how the language of the Qur’an is represented and the role of tawil in reli-
gious understanding, with special emphasis on this key verse. In this regard, Nur
al-Thaqalayn, as a Sh1‘T narration-centered exegesis, is compared with the exeget-
ical approaches of Al-Mizan and Tafsir al-Namiineh. The central question is how
the concept of the Qur’anic language and tawil have been interpreted and explained
in these three works, particularly regarding this verse, and what similarities and
differences emerge in addressing the epistemological dimension of the language of
revelation and interpretive tawil. The findings indicate that Niir al-Thaqalayn, em-
phasizing the role of the Imam as the ultimate interpreter, regards tawil as a means
of explaining the language of religion in light of the needs of society. In contrast,
Al-Mizan presents tawil as delving into the semantic layers of the text and its re-
lationship with the rational and historical development of humankind, while Tafsir
al-Namiineh focuses on the historical dimension and the “language of the people”
(lisan al-qawm). This comparative analysis reveals the different approaches of the
three commentaries in understanding the language of religion and the feasibility of
interpretive tawil based on the linguistic and cultural context of revelation, noting
also that tawil has affinities with modern cognitive linguistic approaches.
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