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The role of reason in interpreting the meanings of the Quran from
the perspective of rationalism and textualismAbstract

Seyed Mohammad Nagqib '/’ ; Fereshte Mohammadi *

1. Associate Professor, Holy Quran University of Sciences and Education, Faculty of Quranic Sciences, Qom, Iran.
naghib@quran.ac.ir
2. PhD student in Comparative Interpretation, University of Holy Quran Sciences and Education, Qom, Iran.
Mohammadil993.1372@gmail.com

Abstract

Among the various topics of Quranic sciences, the discussion of interpretation ap-
proaches and commentators’ views holds an important place. The two approaches,
rationalism and textualism, play a particularly important role in the process of in-
terpreting and interpreting the meanings of the Quran. The present study, using a
descriptive and analytical method and a library approach, examines the views of
rationalism and textualism in understanding the meanings of the Quran. The results
of the study show that MullaSadra, as one of the most prominent Muslim thinkers,
has a specific view on understanding the Quran and believes that Sharia and ratio-
nal principles are inseparable. He considers reason essential in understanding the
Quran and emphasizes the philosophical and demonstrative interpretation of the
verses. In contrast, textual commentators emphasize the appearance of religious
texts in interpreting the verses and do not believe in any place for the intervention of
reason in determining the intention of God. These views ultimately lead to different
effects on the way the Quran is interpreted and interpreted.

Keywords: Reason, interpretation of the meanings of the Quran, commentators,
rationalism, textualism
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Abstract

Interpretation is one of the matters that is intertwined with the history of Muslim
belief and thought, and it is rare to find a commentator who has not attempted to
interpret some of the verses of the Quran when examining them. Among these vers-
es that most commentators have attempted to interpret is the phrase (by My hands)
in verse 75 of Surah S (He said, O Satan, what prevented you from prostrating to
that which I created with My hands). However, the interpretations offered by com-
mentators regarding this verse are diverse, apart from their intellectual origins. The
issue under study is what are the interpretations of commentators regarding (by My
hands) in verse 75 of Surah S? The results of the study indicate that commentators
have expressed various interpretations such as utmost care and attention, honor and
veneration, power and additional power, and the light of Muhammad and the black
light of Satan. The evaluation of the interpretations indicates that interpretations,
without considering linguistic evidence, are a matter of context; because in some
verses of this surah, including the verses that refer to creation and conquest, there
is evidence that God’s purpose in these verses is to express creation rather than the
quality of creation. Another criticism of the interpretations is the failure to consider
the custom of the Arabic language; because interpretations must be in line with the
rules of the language and must be in accordance with it in terms of interpretation.
Another criticism is related to the failure to pay attention to the art of Quranic imag-
ery, according to which God, by using the element of simile and metaphor - which
is God’s method of depicting spiritual and otherworldly matters - shows Himself as
a craftsman who has created a work
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Abstract

This article focuses on the place of the human being within the interpretive system
of Ayatollah Jawadi Amoli, offering a conceptual clarification and theoretical analy-
sis of Qur’anic hermeneutics concerning human identity, innate nature (fitrah), and
ultimate purpose. The main objective is to examine how Qur’anic anthropology is
formulated in light of the principles of transcendent philosophy (hikmat-i muta‘ali-
yah), Islamic mysticism (‘irfan), and hermeneutical exegesis. Adopting an analyt-
ical and conceptual approach, the article reconstructs Jawadi Amoli’s intellectual
framework in the field of ta’wil (esoteric interpretation) and explores key notions
such as divine vicegerency, sacred intellect (‘aql-i qudsT), monotheistic nature (fitrat
al-tawhid), and substantial motion (harakat jawhartyah). Within this framework, the
human being is presented not only as an interpreter of the Qur’an but as its very
axis of interpretation. His hermeneutical methodology is grounded in the dynamic
interplay of reason, intuition, and spiritual wayfaring, all of which are deeply inter-
woven with his ontological and epistemological foundations. The article highlights
the role of the Perfect Human as a mirror of the Divine Names and a medium for the
manifestation of the Truth, offering a hermeneutical reinterpretation of the human
as the vicegerent of God and proposing a unifying model for the inner understand-
ing of the Qur’an. The findings of this study contribute to the development of a
ta’wil-based anthropology within contemporary Islamic theology.

keywords: Anthropology, Ta’wil (Hermeneutics), Ayatollah Jawadi Amoli, Divine
Vicegerency, Fitrah (Innate Nature), Divine Names, Transcendent Philosophy (Hik-
mat al-Muta‘aliyah).
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Abstract

Qur’anic verses and Islamic narrations have long served as foundational sources for
divergent theological and mystical interpretations by schools such as the Asharites,
the Mu‘tazilites, and Imamiyya. One of the central debates among these traditions
is the nature of the *ru’yat Allah* (vision of God): whether God can be perceived
sensorially or through spiritual intuition. This article addresses this theological is-
sue through a comparative hermeneutic analysis of relevant Qur’anic verses, fo-
cusing specifically on interpretive principles drawn from *Nahj al-Balaghah* and
Rimi’s *Masnavi Ma‘nawi*. Employing a comparative-analytical methodology,
the study examines the perspectives of the Ash‘arites and the Mu‘tazilites while
seeking to determine whether Rim1’s understanding of divine vision aligns more
closely with sensory perception or spiritual intution (*shuhiid*). Subsequently, it
explores the points of similarities and their differences between this interpretation
and the teachings of Imam Al in Nahj al-Balaghah. Unlike previous studies, this
research uniquely juxtaposes the *Nahj al-Balaghah* with the works of RiimT and
does a comparative research.The findings indicate that Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon
him), in *Nah;j al-Balaghah*, explicitly rejects sensory vision of God, instead em-
phasizing inner spiritual intuition as the valid path to divine knowledge. Although
Riim1 exhibits theological tendencies akin to the Ash‘arite tradition, he similarly dis-
tances himself from a corporeal vision of God, affirming the primacy of heart-cen-
tered intution. Nonetheless, his writings suggest that in the afterlife, an experiential
encounter with the Divine may encompass both sensory and spiritual dimensions
.Given the explicit emphasis in certain verses on inner witnessing (shuhiid qalbi),
verses that appear to suggest sensory perception must be interpreted metaphorically.
Keywords : The Holy Qur’an, Hermeneutics (Ta’wil), Nahj al-Balaghah, Rtimi (Mawlana
Jalal al-Din), Vision of God, inspiration (Shuhtid Qalbi), Ash’arism, Mu ‘taziliism
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Abstract

The rise of empiricism in the modern era extended its influence into all dimensions
of existence, prompting empirical science—originally concerned with the natural
world—to comment on non-empirical matters. Influenced by this perspective, some
Iranian religious reformists have applied scientific allegorical interpretations to the
Qur’an’s supernatural phenomena. These interpretations, by stripping such phenome-
naoftheir metaphysical and miraculous aspects, reframe them as natural occurrences.
This research, using a descriptive-analytical method based on library resources,
aims to explore which supernatural elements of the Qur’an have been subject to sci-
entific reinterpretation in contemporary Iran and how valid these interpretations are.
According to the findings, various supernatural events have been interpreted in nat-
uralistic terms: the parting of the sea as a tidal event; the gushing of a spring by
Moses’ staff as a mechanical reaction; the shining hand (Yad Bayda’) as radioac-
tivity; the positioning of a mountain as its slope; the raising of the dead by Jesus
as enlightenment of the ignorant; the term Namlah as a human tribe; ‘Ifi1t as dark-
skinned people; the Hudhud as a messenger; Ababil as a smallpox outbreak; and the
Prophet’s ascension (Mi‘rdj) as a cosmic journey. These interpretations, however,
are inconsistent with the apparent and contextual meaning of the Qur’anic verses.
Keywords: Qur’anic Interpretation; Positivism; Scientific Allegory; Contemporary
Iran.
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Abstract

The issue of metaphor (majaz) in the Qur’an is one of the most critical topics in the field
of semantics and the interpretation of sacred texts. It has long been a point of contention
among exegetes and various theological schools, especially Salafi interpreters. One of the
primary arenas where this disagreement emerges is in the interpretation of God’s descrip-
tive attributes (sifat khabariyya), with some scholars affirming them literally, while others
offer metaphorical interpretations based on rhetorical principles. Among contemporary
Salafi exegetes, Muhammad al-Amin al-Shangiti stands out for his unique attention to
the connection between these attributes and the concept of metaphor in his exegetical
work Adwa’ al-Bayan. Drawing upon his own theological and linguistic foundations, he
endeavors to formulate a reasoned and coherent position in opposition to widespread in-
terpretive rationalism.Although Shangiti (d. 1973) is firmly situated within the Salafi in-
tellectual tradition, his approach in Adwa’ al-Bayan occasionally reflects a more analytical
and ijtihad-based methodology, recognizing metaphor in certain contexts. Exploring his
theoretical foundations on metaphor and comparatively analyzing his exegetical stance on
divine attributes opens new horizons for understanding intra-Salafi diversity in Qur’anic
interpretation. This research, using a library-based method and an analytical-descriptive
approach, examines Shangqiti’s theological and linguistic principles regarding metaphor,
and evaluates his treatment of sifat khabariyya in light of his acceptance or rejection of
metaphor in Qur’anic verses. The key findings are as follows:He limits the use of meta-
phor in the Qur’an to specific and conditional cases, emphasizes adherence to the apparent
meaning based on linguistic and contextual principles, adopts a balanced view between
literalism and rational interpretation, and relies on Salafi theology to avoid excessive met-
aphor and preserve the doctrine of divine unity (tawhid al-sifat).He utilizes tools such as
interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an, rhetorical analysis, and contextual examination to
uncover apparent meanings, offering a holistic and cohesive interpretation while avoiding
conceptual distortion of verses related to divine attributes.His exegetical methodology,
compared to other Salafi commentators, demonstrates innovation—particularly in his sys-
tematic use of Qur’an by Qur’an, his effort to balance literal adherence with avoidance of
anthropomorphism, and the clarity and distinctiveness of his interpretive framework—all
of which establish his unique position within the Salafi exegetical tradition.

Keywords: God, Descriptive Attributes, Shangqiti, Adwa’ al-Bayan, Metaphor, An-
ti-Interpretation.
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