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An Analysis of the Exegetical and Hermeneutical Dimensions of
Surat al-Fajr in the Narrations of Tafsir Nir al-Thaqalayn

Sajjad Mohammadfam !
1. Assistant Professor of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran.

mohammadfam@azaruniv.ac.ir

Abstract

With its rich content of divine oaths, admonitory narratives, and eschatological de-
scriptions, the blessed Siirat al-Fajr has consistently been a focal point of exegeti-
cal inquiry. Comprehending the profound semantic layers of this siirah, particularly
within the framework of deep Qur’anic understanding articulated in Shi’i narrative
sources, necessitates careful analysis. Employing an analytical-hermeneutical ap-
proach, this study analyzes the exegetical (tafsir) and hermeneutical (tawil) dimen-
sions of Strat al-Fajr. It does so by examining thirty narrations extracted from Tafsir
Nir al-Thaqalayn, which is considered one of the most comprehensive hadith-based
commentaries in the Imami tradition. The findings indicate that the transmitted narra-
tions and the Imami exegetical tradition encompass a broad spectrum, ranging from
linguistic and historical elucidations to profound theological, doctrinal (walay), and
applicative (misdaqq) esoteric interpretations. This study underscores the distinct roles
of tafsir in elucidating exoteric meanings and tawil in unveiling esoteric dimensions
and resolving theological perplexities (such as hermeneutical readings concerning
divine transcendence [tanzih] and prophetic infallibility [ ‘ismah]). Furthermore, the
application of the principle of jarT wa tatbiq (perennial applicability and contextu-
alization) is highlighted as a central function of these narrations. This is evident in
applicative dimensions, such as linking the stirah to Imam Husayn (‘a) and identifying
the referents of the “soul at peace” (nafs al-mutmainnah), as well as in ethical and
historico-political spheres, such as identifying contemporary currents of oppression.
The results demonstrate that these narrations offer a coherent and dynamic framework
for a profound understanding of Qur’anic teachings across the domains of epistemol-
ogy, theology (tawhid), eschatology, and humanity’s place in the cosmos. Ultimately,
they reveal the unparalleled depth of this exegetical heritage within the Imami school
of narrative commentary (tafsir riwa’1).

Keywords: Sitrat al-Fajr, Tawil (Hermeneutics), Narrative Exegesis (Tafsir Ri-
wa’'1), JarT wa Tatbiq, Tafsir Niir al-Thaqgalayn.
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Abstract

In the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), interpretive narratives
hold a special status as an important tool for understanding the divine intent. How-
ever, the role of interpretive rules in comprehending key Qur’anic concepts such as
“Dalal” has received less attention. This issue has posed a challenge to accessing a
portion of Qur’anic knowledge. The present research, using a descriptive-analytical
method, examines the semantic levels of the word “Dalal” in the verses cited by
Kulayni in the book Al-Kafi. The findings of this research clearly show that the
concept of “Dalal” in the Noble Qur’an has a coherent and multi-layered semantic
structure that can only be grasped through a comprehensive approach to different
semantic levels (apparent, esoteric, and exemplificative). The conducted analyses
confirm that the central core meaning of “Dalal” is the denial of monotheism and
the rejection of prophethood, and other instances of misguidance are, in a way,
traceable back to these two principles. Consequently, it can be emphasized that
the primary and ultimate instance of misguidance is deviation from monotheism
and prophethood. This study further reveals the necessity of employing interpretive
rules and multi-level exegesis for an accurate and profound understanding of such
key concepts in the Noble Qur’an.

Keywords: Rules of Interpretive Narratives, Apparent Meaning, Esoteric Meaning,
Instances, “Dalal”.
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Abstract

In some cases, misunderstanding of the verses of the Quran and the distortion in
understanding its true meaning and limiting knowledge to the apparent meaning of
the verses leads to cognitive deviation of Muslims and sometimes leads to misunder-
standing at the level of the principles of religion and even the essential and non-es-
sential attributes of God Almighty. Therefore, although in a number of verses it is
possible to be satisfied with the interpretation of the verses, in others it is necessary
to go beyond interpretation and reach interpretation. In the Holy Quran, some verses
have an interpretative and apparent meaning and some also have an esoteric and true
meaning, which is called interpretation. One of these explanatory verses is the verse
“4 of Surah Hadid”, which, according to the most important Shiite and Sunni com-
mentators, has an interpretation and esoteric meaning in such a way that understand-
ing it can lead those interested in Quranic truths to the semantic purpose of this verse
and increase their knowledge of true monotheism and divine attributes and actions,
and provide accurate knowledge to the audience. But so far, the interpretation of the
verse “4 Surah Al-Hadid” has not been examined and criticized in the form of a short
or long research; therefore, an attempt is made to present the views of Muslim schol-
ars in the field of exegetical sciences, to evaluate the interpretative concepts around
this verse, and to arrive at a correct view by comparing different views and criticizing
and analyzing them. Therefore, the present study, which was written using an analyt-
ical-descriptive method, seeks to answer the question of what is the interpretation of
the word “companion” in the above verse? According to Islamic commentators, this
word has multiple interpretative meanings, the most important of which are examined
in this study. It seems that all commentators whose views have been examined and
studied in this article are opposed to “companion” and “physical and material com-
panionship”, but they have many differences of opinion in interpreting “companion”
as “God’s non-material companionship with His servants”.

Keywords: Interpretation, companionship, companionship of God, verse 4 of Had-
id, material companionship, existential companionship
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Abstract

Commentators have presented different views in interpreting the initial verses of
Surah Ar-Rahman, especially the word “bayan” in verse 4 of this Surah. Most com-
mentators have interpreted this word as meaning speech, speaking, understanding
and comprehension. In this study, which was conducted in a descriptive-analytical
manner and using library resources; by examining the chain of transmission and
jurisprudence of hadith, another meaning of the word “bayan” in this Surah has
been presented. The aforementioned narration has been narrated in two ways in the
books Basa’ir al-Darajat and Tafsir al-Qummi and has been reflected in Shia hadith
and exegetical sources. The results of the study are that the word “bayan” refers
to a collection of revelations that, like the Holy Quran, were revealed to the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) by God, and that Imam also taught all of that content to the Com-
mander of the Faithful (PBUH). This meaning is mentioned more clearly in verse
19 of Surah Al-Qiyamah: “Then indeed, upon us is its explanation.” Other narra-
tions from Imam Ali (a.s.) and the pure Imams (a.s.) also confirm this meaning.
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Abstract

Verse 40 of Surah Al-Baqgarah, despite its historical appearance, has become the
focal point of one of the deepest hermeneutical divergences in the Islamic world.
This study, using a qualitative and comparative content analysis method, examines
the epistemological foundations of this exegetical discrepancy in interpreting the
“covenant” as “guardianship” in the Imami tradition and as “prophethood” in the
Sunni tradition. The research findings indicate that this schism is rooted in the con-
flict between two ultimate sources of authority for understanding the sacred text.
The Imami tradition, by relying on the knowledge-giving authority of the exegetical
narrative, considers the Hadith of the Infallible as a ruling source that reveals the
inner meaning of the Quran, elevating the meaning from the historical level to a
fundamental truth (guardianship). This interpretive approach has an intra-discourse
function in theological identity-building. In contrast, the Sunni tradition, adhering
to the primacy of context and intra-textual evidence, entrusts the ultimate author-
ity to the Quranic text itself, and conditions any understanding on its compatibili-
ty with its outward form and historical context. This text-centric approach, which
leads to the interpretation of the covenant as prophethood, serves an extra-discourse
function in proving the righteousness of Islam against the People of the Book. Ul-
timately, this article concludes that the existing discrepancy is more a fundamental
dispute over methodology and authority in exegesis than a quarrel over the meaning
of a single word, reflecting two distinct hermeneutical systems in the history of
Islamic thought.
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Abstract

Abstract Ta’wil, as a hermeneutic process for moving beyond the apparent sig-
nification of the Quran towards deeper meanings, has been one of the main focal
points of tension and evolution in the history of Islamic theological thought. This
research, by presenting a theoretical framework based on “defensive hermeneu-
tics,” argues that the stance of the Kalamic schools (Literalists, Mu’tazila, Imami-
yya, and Ash’ariyya) regarding ta’wil has not been merely an interpretive choice,
but a direct reflection of the epistemological relationship between the two sources
of “reason” and “revelation” in each school. Findings show that the Literalists, by
giving absolute primacy to the “apparent of the text,” consider any form of ta’wil
an innovation. Whereas the rationalist schools consider ta’wil a logical necessity
for defending their theological principles (such as Tanzih); the Mu’tazila by grant-
ing sovereignty to “foundational reason,” the Imamiyya with a method based on
the interaction of “reason and infallible revelation,” and the Ash’ari school in a
historical trajectory from text-oriented “tafwid” to later rationalist “ta’wil,” have
employed it. The innovation of this article is the analysis of Kalamic ta’wil not as
a tool, but rather as a “function” and final product of the epistemological paradigm
of each school. This article finally concludes that the conflict over ta’wil, in its es-
sence, is the manifestation of the fundamental and dynamic tension between the two
epistemic authorities of reason and revelation in the history of Islamic theological
thought.

Keywords: Kalamic Ta’wil, Defensive Hermeneutics, Religious Epistemology,
Rationalism, Literalism, Mu’tazila, Imamiyya, Ash’ariyya.
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Abstract

The Qur’anic verses concerning the “Throne” (‘Arsh) are counted among the most
challenging passages in the Qur’an and have therefore consistently been the subject
of diverse exegetical approaches within both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions. This study,
by employing the method of thematic analysis in the collection and organization of
data, and adopting a descriptive—analytical approach in examining interpretations,
focuses specifically on the relationship between the ‘Arsh and the Divine Names
and Attributes as understood by exegetes from both schools. The findings indicate
that in the view of the Salafis and anthropomorphists, the ‘Arsh is regarded as the
locus of God’s Essence, whereas Ash‘arites and Mu ‘tazilites do not posit a connec-
tion between the ‘Arsh and the Divine Names and Attributes. According to ‘Allama
Tabataba’1, however, the ‘Arsh possesses a real ontological reality as the station
from which universal divine governance and beneficence flow into the created or-
der. Consequently, the attributes of “Generosity” (Karim), “Mercy” (Rahman), and
“Lordship” (Rubiibiyyah) serve as the source of these dispensations, while God’s
absolute “Knowledge” and “Power” are necessary for this station. Moreover, in-
sofar as it is an exclusive station, it is characterized by the attributes of “Oneness”
(Wahdaniyyah), “Magnificence” (‘Azim), and “Glory” (Majid).
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Abstract

Sheikh Tusi (d. 460 AH/1067 CE), a preeminent Shi’i scholar of the fifth century
AH, is celebrated as the founder of the ijtihadi school of Shi’i exegesis. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, investigates and elucidates the princi-
ples and criteria of ta’wil (hermeneutical interpretation) in his exegetical thought,
with a primary focus on his magnum opus, Al-Tibyan. The findings reveal that, in
Sheikh Tusi’s view, ta’wil is a concept more specific than (akhass min) tafsir (ex-
egesis), and its validity is contingent upon a set of rigorous principles. For him, a
methodologically sound ta’wil must be grounded in definitive rational proofs, the
established rules of the Arabic language, authentic tradition (reliable hadith), and
scholarly consensus (ijma‘). His rational approach to understanding religion guided
him in formulating a framework for ta’wil that simultaneously prevents subjective
interpretations (tafsir bi’l-ra’y) and arbitrary readings, while opening avenues for
comprehending the deeper layers of the Qur’anic text. This research demonstrates
that a re-examination of these principles not only highlights Sheikh Tusi’s founda-
tional role in Shi’i exegesis but can also offer valuable insights and inspiration for
contemporary hermeneutical discussions.
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Abstract

The interpretation of the term Bani Isra’il in Qur’an 2:47 marks the emergence
of one of the deepest hermeneutical rifts within the Islamic exegetical tradition.
Adopting a genealogical approach and employing qualitative content analysis, this
study traces the roots of the rupture between two rival paradigms: historical reading
and esoteric interpretation. The central problem of the research goes beyond merely
reporting exegetical opinions, aiming instead to analyze the epistemological foun-
dations that have produced two opposing meanings from a single text. The findings
reveal that the historical paradigm, relying on principles such as the primacy of the
apparent meaning and the authority of context, interprets Bani Isra’il as a concrete
and retrospective example. Beyond its narrative function, this reading has also been
mobilized in theological polemics. In contrast, the esoteric paradigm relocates in-
terpretive authority from the text to the infallible Imam, surpassing the primary
denotation and, through recourse to hadith, interprets Bani Isra’il as referring to the
Ahl al-Bayt of the Prophet (peace be upon him). This approach also operates within
ametaphorical logic, redefining the entire history of that people as an archetypal and
trans-historical model for explaining the identity and spiritual ranks of its esoteric
referent. Ultimately, the study argues that the roots of this hermeneutical rift lie in
two fundamental dualities: the locus of interpretive authority (text-centered versus
Imam-centered) and the philosophy of history (event-realism versus exemplarism).
Keywords: Genealogy, Hermeneutical rift, Historical reading, Esoteric interpreta-
tion, Bani Isra’il, Interpretive authority.
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to investigate the role of different readings of the Holy
Quran in expanding the meaning of verses, using a sociolinguistic approach. This
approach focuses on the relationship between language and social context and can
open new horizons in the analysis of the semantic layers of the Quran, especially
from the perspective of different readings. The main question of the article is: How
can different readings, in the form of linguistic, phonetic, and contextual structures,
help in the production of meaning and deepening the significance of the verses of
the Quran? The research method is descriptive-analytical. The data are selected
from sample recitations of prominent contemporary reciters such as Mustafa Ismail,
Abdul Basit, Shahat Anwar, and others. The analysis is based on key concepts of
sociolinguistics such as word collocation, the role of linguistic and social context,
and meaning-making mechanisms. The findings show that reciters, by consciously
using different readings — whether famous or rare — engineer the meaning, emotion,
and message of the verses with precision. In many cases, these differences not only
cause phonetic differences but also create the ground for the production of meaning
and a deeper experience of listening to the Quran for the audience.
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Abstract

The present article examines and criticizes the interpretations related to the first
verse of Surah Maryam and its connection with the event of Ashura. The verse “Ka-
hiyas” at the beginning of Surah Maryam is interpreted in some hadiths contained in
the narrations, which relate it to Imam Hussein (AS) and the event of Karbala. The
aim of the article is to use the interpretive method to examine the chain of custody
and text of different interpretations from the perspectives of Shia and Sunnis, in
order to make a fundamental comparison in this field with a complete understanding
of the interpretive narrations of the sects. The studies show that, given the serious
criticisms in this field, the lack of mention of this narration in the interpretations of
the early sects, and its only mention in some Shia interpretations, introduces serious
criticisms to this narration, and the lack of argumentation by great exegetical schol-
ars to this narration proves its inauthenticity. This narration is a weak and unreliable
narration and this interpretation of the verse cannot be relied upon.
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Abstract

One of the fundamental issues in the field of Islamic thought is the semantics of
the divine names and attributes. Although the scope of discussion on this issue is
very broad and the range of differences among Islamic scholars also includes all the
divine attributes and names, the differences of opinion are more pronounced in the
discussion of the divine attributes; and despite the existence of diverse approaches
in expressing its various aspects and dimensions, it can be said that two basic op-
posing views can be seen on this issue: one is the opinion of those who believe that
humans, due to their high cognitive ability and capacity, are capable of recognizing
the divine names and attributes and their lofty meanings, and on the other hand,
some believe that humans do not have the power to understand the divine essence
and attributes and it is necessary to leave their understanding to His people. Allamah
Tabataba’i, the author of Tafsir al-Mizan, is one of the defenders of the first theory,
and Rashid Reza, the author of Tafsir al-Manar, is one of the followers of the second
group; This article, using the method of content analysis and information collection
in a library format and a descriptive, explanatory and comparative approach, first
extracted the principles and principles of the two commentators on the issue by stat-
ing the main statements and then analyzed the interpretative perspectives of the two
commentators. Rashid Reza, relying on the foundations of the Salafis and opposing
interpretationism and relying on the appearances of the Quran, denying the permis-
sible existence in the Quran and saying that God shares with people in attributes and
the spiritual differences of attributes, believes in the impossibility of knowing the
divine names and attributes, and Allameh Tabataba’i, believing in the school of Ahl
al-Bayt (AS) and Shiite principles by using reason in understanding the verses of
the Quran and the permissibility of interpretation, the permissible existence in the
Quran and the conceptual unity of divine and human names and attributes, believes
in the possibility of knowing the divine names and attributes.
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